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THE KIDS’ READING ROOM

How to reach us
Kids, to take part in a feature on these pages, write to Kids’
Reading Room, Los Angeles Times, 202 W. 1st St., Los Angeles,
CA 90012; or fax to (213) 237-5946; or e-mail kidsreadingroom@
latimes.com. Include your first and last name, age, school and
the city in which your school is located.

Get published
The Kids’ Reading Room 
encourages submissions for the 
following features: Book Reviews 
by Kids, Jokes & Riddles and 
Creativity Corner.

Submission guidelines
Submissions should be brief and are
subject to editing. Drawings should
be square or vertical in shape, in
color and on unlined paper. Make
sure you do all the work yourself.

I
t was Thanksgiving, and for
the first time our whole family
was together. Mom and Dad
had to drive all night just to get
here, but boy was it worth it!

The Grandsters really know how to
do it up right. The Grandsters being
Grandpa and Grandma. We were all
seated at the table, and I couldn’t
wait to dive into those mashed pota-
toes and gravy. And the smell of the
turkey — I thought I was going to
faint with happiness.

“What’s that, Mindy?” demanded
my little cousin Sam. He can be such
a pain. He is 8 years old, two years
younger than I am.

“What’s what?” I asked.
He pointed to a little paper cup

containing just three kernels of corn
beside Grandpa’s plate. I opened my
mouth to answer and then realized I
didn’t know. Ugh! How I hate admit-
ting that I don’t know something!

Grandma answered, “It is to pay
tribute to the Pilgrims.”

“But why three kernels?” asked
the always curious Sam. Give it a
rest, I thought.

Grandpa answered, “It reminds
me of what a tough time the Pilgrims
had. In the beginning, three kernels
of corn was each person’s daily food
ration.” The table got real quiet after
he said that.

Grandpa continued, “Against all
odds, they made a life for themselves
in the wilderness. Let’s talk more
about it after dinner.” 

Sure enough, dinner was over and
Sam wanted to know more.

“Squanto taught the Pilgrims to
grow corn!” Sam exclaimed. He’s
never going to forget that — he
played Squanto in the Thanksgiving
Day play at school.

“That’s right,” Grandpa said. “But
at first the Pilgrims were terrified of
the Indians, as they called them.
Then one day a tribesman named
Samoset ventured into their en-
campment. He was tall and dark and
by many accounts quite handsome.
Loudly and plainly he proclaimed,
‘Welcome!’ in perfect English.”

“The Pilgrims must have

you make, of course you’re going to
work harder. Everybody knows
that.”

Grandpa answered, “The first
seed had been planted for the
American Revolution. People were
free to practice their religions as
they saw fit and were free to keep the
fruits of their labor. This had never
happened before in the history of
mankind. In the words of William
Bradford, ‘As one small candle may
light a thousand, so the light here
kindled hath shone unto many, yea
in some sort to our whole nation.’ ”

“That William Bradford sounds
like a pretty cool guy,” said Sam.

“He was a pretty cool guy,” Grand-
pa said with a chuckle.
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freaked!” shouted Sam.
Grandpa laughed and agreed.

“I’m sure you’re right. He had
learned the language from English
fishermen. For the Pilgrims, life was
a constant battle for survival. Later,
Governor William Bradford made a
decision. Instead of the colonists
sharing their crops equally, he as-
signed a parcel of land to each family
and told them they could keep what-
ever they produced for themselves.”

“Then what happened?” asked
Sam.

“At last the Pilgrims began to
prosper. Governor William Bradford
wrote in his book ‘Of Plimoth Plan-
tation,’ ‘This had very good success,
for it made all hands industrious, so
as much more corn was planted than
otherwise would have been.’ ”

“Shoot! If you can keep everything

‘Giving Thanks’

“Freedom From Want” by Norman Rockwell Curtis Publishing Co.

Jennifer James

Trust
Elliot, 10
Malcolm Elementary
Laguna Niguel

Sometimes it is hidden behind a cloth, but
sometimes it is right out there in the open;
I think it is the color purple, but it is al-
ways crystal-clear, never cloudy;
It smells sweet and tastes good like a ba-
nana shake with a cherry on top;
It loves team sports, like soccer, because
you have to rely on your teammates;
It is always welcome and it values honesty;
It lives with everyone who wants it and is
friendly to all;
Its enemies are anger, fighting, lies, deceit,
jealousy and hate;
It can build friendships, character and re-
sponsibility;
It is as strong as a magnetic force but frag-
ile like an eggshell;
It is the hand that catches your fall; Trust
makes everyone happy.

The Double Month
Jonathan, 9
Holy Angels School
Arcadia

There was a turkey named Jimmy. It was
the week before Thanksgiving and he was
nervous about the holiday. But he had a
plan. The first thing he did was put ear-
plugs in the farmer’s ears as he slept. Then
he got a marker and crossed out Novem-
ber on the top of the calendar. He wrote
the word “October” instead. When the far-
mer woke up, he ate candy because he
thought it was Halloween. “Oh, good! Now
I have another month to make my survival
plan!” thought Jimmy.

Winter’s Jewel
Tara, 9
St. Cecilia School
Tustin

Glistening bright in the light, dangling on
a gutter, just above my shutter, an icicle.

The Important Thing
About Our Country
Austin, second grade
Fairmont Private School
Tustin

The important thing about our country is
that it has freedom. It has freedom be-
cause brave people fought for it. It is great
because nobody tells you what to do and
our colors are red, white and blue. Our
country has very important people. But
the important thing about our country is
that it has freedom.

CREATIVITY CORNER 

Maya, 8, of Webster Elementary in Mali-
bu, drew this picture, “Wilderness House.”

What kind of music does a cow dance to?
Moo-zart!

Griffin, 9
Tarbut v’ Torah Elementary, Irvine

Why did the pony cough? He was a little
hoarse! 

Megan, 8
Palos Verdes Elementary, Palos Verdes

Kids, send us your funny jokes and
puzzling riddles.

JOKES & RIDDLES 
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